Class 9: Today’s program: finish the literary blossoming at the end of the 14th century, so that we can conclude the Plantagenet era that ends in 1485.
We have discussed Piers the Plowman and Sir Gawain. 

Let us now move to the Canterbury Tales: What educated people of the nobility have to say about the middle class.

· Written by a nobleman, a man of the court: Chaucer (1st author who’s relatively well documented). Is he a radical innovator? No.  But Chaucer is still very important. He used Middle English, which again shows that English has “come of age” as a language and has gained enough currency to be used as for serious literary projects.
	A work  has striking similarities to the Canterbury Tales(“Decameron” written by Boccaccio: The book is structured as a frame story containing 100 tales told by a group of seven young women and three young men sheltering in a secluded villa just outside Florence to escape the Black Death, which was afflicting the city. 


· Humanism and  psychology: what’s remarkable in the Canterbury Tales is that Chaucer deals with medieval English society with irony, but also with a  sympathetic eye (Nobody’s perfect but he’s  showing understanding of his “heroes’ ” foibles). Chaucer is talking about reality unlike the other two works dicussed so far : Piers and Gawayn.

· Why are they called Canterbury Tales? Canterbury is a cathedral. In the Canterbury Tales  30 pilgrims are on their way to Canterbury. They stop at an inn where they meet  the host:” I offer you the meal if all 30 pilgrims tell a story”. A whole series of people are going to tell a story. The Canterbury Tales are not complete, because in  the prologue  30 characters are described whereas  there are only 24 tales. The author might have died before the end.

· Handwritten, no original manuscript. (for Chaucer himself the Canterbury Tales involved certainly no direct pecuniary reward; for the owners of the manuscripts, ownership of a copy was mark of prestige if not a snobbism). 

· French=snobbism. At one point, one of the nuns in the story is very proud that she can speak French (it was a mark of snobbism). As we are in the 1380s she is quick to point out that this is very different from (real) contemporary Paris French though. (in other words an increasingly obsolete and useless linguistic skill learned at school)



And Frenssh she spak ful faire and fetisly,                  

      125
             After the scole of Stratford-atte-Bowe,


              For Frenssh of Parys was to hir unknowe.

.

The Pardoner’s Tale (In the Canterbury tales): is a complex tale revealing  Chaucer’s craftsmanship. The Canterbury Tales could appear as a very random collection of tales in many cases but here Chancer manages to create a logical order by moving the reader from horror to moral. The series takes us from the Physician’s tale (horror: ends with a decapitation) to the Pardoner’s Tale (more of a moral Tale). The pardoner has a clear moral intention but at the same time he’s a charlatan, a crook. He gets money out of people after his sermons. The irony of this tale is that the pardoner preaches against greed. This is hypocritical, because the nature of his work is to sell indulgences on behalf of the Catholic Church, by all accounts a rather mercenary practice.
In this tale, Chaucer reveals himself as a virtuoso, giving us a sermon within a tale (= FR mise en abîme) , appropriating to a t the  strong expressions of vernacular –popular- sermons  and making them clash with scholastic phraseology for comic effect.  However this sermon is not really what it seems. Holiness is but a thin varnish to gloss over his cupidity. As mentioned above, the subtlety (and Chaucer’s implied criticism) lies in the fact that this oratory virtuosity is precisely the pardoner’s tool to defraud the gullible, by supposedly freeing them from their sins (and their money)
                         I preche so, as ye han heerd bifoore,


And telle an hundred false japes moore.

                         Is al my prechyng, for to make hem free


To yeven hir pens; and namely, unto me!

(I preach, as I have told you before and tell them a hundred false jokes … all my preaching aiming at making them free by giving their pence, in fact to me)
THE TALE ITSELF
The tale is set in Flanders at an indeterminate time, and opens with three young men drinking, gambling and blaspheming in a tavern. The Pardoner condemns each of these "tavern sins" in turn—gluttony, drinking, gambling, and swearing—with support from the scriptures, before proceeding with the tale. The rioters hear a bell signalling a burial; their friend has been killed by a "privee theef" known as Death, who has also killed a thousand others. The men set out to avenge them and kill Death. An old man they brusquely query tells them that he has asked Death to take him but has failed. He then says they can find death at the foot of an oak tree. When the men arrive at the tree, they find a large amount of gold coins and forget about their quest to kill Death. They decide to sleep at the oak tree over night, so they can take the coins in the morning. The three men draw straws to see who among them should fetch wine and food while the other two wait under the tree. The youngest of the three men draws the shortest straw and departs; while he is away, the remaining two plot to overpower and stab him upon his return. However, the one who leaves for town plots to kill the other two: he purchases rat poison and laces the wine. When he returns with the food and drink, the other two kill him and then consume the poisoned wine, dying slow and painful deaths.

                                                                                                                          Source WIKIPEDIA

Wars of the Roses (WOR) ((yorkclaim document on JLfabry)

· WOR brings us a total renewal of the political elite. 

· At the end of the WOR Richard III  dies (in 1485 in Bosworth Field). After that we are going to have somebody who is so vaguely connected to the Plantagenet (Tudor.

The real start of the WOR is in 1455. The first signs of trouble began much earlier with (Edward III. He had 5 sons and 5 daughters. The first son (the Black Prince) died 1 year before his father in 1376 (still Black Prince has a child: Richard II).  

(Richard II was crowned when Edward died in 1377. Unfortunately, Richard II has very ambitious uncles and cousins. He mysteriously dies in prison. 

(He’s going to be replaced by Henry IV also known as Bolingbroke, his first cousin.
