Class 13 & Class 14 

(Abbot: guy at the head of the abbey (lived like a prince).

SUMMARY 

In spite of the expropriation of the Catholic Church, Henry VIII  was still very prudent in matters religious. It is only under his son Edward VI  that we witnessed  an acceleration of reform under the leadership of Cranmer, the protestant archbishop of Canterbury. At that time a number of initiatives were taken, aiming at transforming the religious character of the country. After the death of Edward VI, Mary Tudor’s ferocious repression claimed close to three hundred protestant victims (bishops but mostly many simpler people who were “too” enthusiastic about the idea to read “the text” themselves). Nevertheless her early death prevented this repression from being anything more than a  temporary halt to England’s swing to Protestantism.
Elisabeth (Reign: 1558-1603)

· She’s a survivor: at one point her father had disinherited her. She was seen as a bastard child because her mother had died on the scaffold after her condemnation for adultery. 

· Keywords of Elisabeth: moderation and balance

· Elisabeth had gone through two black periods: 1) the period when she was only seen as the daughter of the King’s ex-wife, a woman who had died on the scaffold for adultery – Anne Boleyn 2) a ferocious period of anti-protestant repression under Mary Tudor.

· Elisabeth is going to try to find a right balance.

As the poet T.S. Eliot put it in the mid-20th c. : “The via media is the spirit of Anglicanism”. Elisabeth wants to mix (very often  northern English) Catholics and Protestants (fusion) and hopes they can coexist. Consequence( neither camp is going to be happy, this compromise was fine for normal people who didn’t care about religion, but for religious people it’s going to be a big problem. Elisabeth maintained 
· religious decorum: she’s going to keep the bishops and the “regalia” (all things that show that a priest is a priest: mitre, surplice = liturgical vestments), some decoration: crucifix, candles, saints’ days, signs of the cross at baptism ( the protestants rejected it. 
· On the other hand she’s going to impose the Book of Common Prayer in English and will allow a redefinition of a communion without transubstantiation: a wafer without Christ being physically present in flesh and blood ( something the Catholics rejected.

· Her reign: her reign was a period of fundamental stability. But there were important characters.

6 important characters (or events) + one  pivotal personality
1) William Cecil: Lord Burghley. He was an English statesman, Elisabeth’s chief advisor and the most important politician in charge of Elisabeth’s politics. One of his concerns is going to be Elisabeth’s marriage. Her nicknames: Gloriana + the Virgin Queen. William is concerned with stability, he insists on getting her married but he failed at that task. Still, he was such an important figure that even after her reign, after 1603, his son is going to remain the King’s chief adviser. Death: 1598
2) Sir Francis Walsingham: he was Elisabeth’s principal secretary and also her spymaster. Good thing there was someone in charge of keeping plots against the queen under control. There were people dreaming of removing Elisabeth. Walsingham had been sent to negotiate with the Huguenots (French Protestants) and he witnessed the Saint Bartholomew’s massacre in Paris (1572). From that moment on he didn’t trust the Catholics no more. He was obsessed with foiling catholic plots. He’s also the man who got Mary Stuart’s head. Her claim to the throne was as valid as Elisabeth’s. Mary’s lineage was clearer than Elisabeth’s as well (no taints of adultery in her lineage***). Walsingham didn’t let that be and in the end Mary was executed in early 1567 for treason:  giving her assent to a plot to try to assassinate Elisabeth. Death : 1590
3) Robert Dudley: Earl of Leicester. The victim of Elisabeth’s jealousy. He was one or Elisabeth’s permanent marriage prospects. She quite liked him, was quite possessive but she never decided to marry him. In the end he fell in love with someone else and was sent to prison. Robert Dudley’s dilemmas are the central themes in an excellent novel by Walter Scott: Kenilworth. Death (probable cause cancer) 1588
4) Robert Devereux. 2nd Earl of Essex. He was one of Elisabeth’s later favourites. He led a military expedition to Spain and then, in 1601, led an abortive coup d'état against the government and was executed for treason( decapitated. Death in 1601
5) The invincible Armada (name of the Spanish fleet): Philip II  wanted to invade England as there was no other avenue to re-establish Catholicism there after Mary Stuart’s demise. The English maritime “genius” led them to develop a technique where you send a burning fire ship threatening to explode near the Spanish fleet. The Spanish captains panicked and were forced to break their defensive mass formation. The English were able to pick them one by one. 

	The Spanish Armada

The spectacular but unsuccessful attempt by King Philip II of Spain to invade Elizabethan England. As the classic foreign threat to their country the Armada was for the English a “moment of intense national self-definition” (Simon Schama).

Battle: The Spanish Armada.

Date: June to September 1588.

Place: The English Channel, the North Sea and the seas around the North and West of Scotland, the Orkneys and the West of Ireland.

The Spanish Armada sailed with around 160 ships. The English mobilised up to 200 ships in the Channel. Unknown numbers of Dutch vessels harassed and attacked the Armada as well.



6) Sir Francis Drake. He was a Vice-Admiral in the fight against the Spanish Armada. Elisabeth knew Philip II wanted her to be killed. However, Elisabeth still didn’t want to declare war on Spain: she only wanted to hurt them a little, both to weaken and to warn them through the actions of privateers (=pirates) like Francis Drake, in whose ventures  she invested. Drake managed to capture lots of Spanish treasure, which brought the Queen, at times a 4,700% return on her investment. He also plundered Valparaiso and next seized booty in Lima (Capital of Peru) with a ship called the Golden Hind /haind/. He completed the 2nd circumnavigation of the world (the 1st one was done by Magellan). After the execution of Mary Stuart  (1587), a Spanish reaction was bound to come. His successful and creative fight against the Spanish Armada (1588) was one of the finest hours in his career. 
7) Francis Bacon, Baron Verulam. After studies at an early age at the University of Cambridge, he travelled extensively in France, Italy and Spain. In spite of Queen Elisabeth’s admiration for his precocious intellect, his political career only really picked up after her death when he was ennobled by James I and became attorney general.
However, his main claim to fame rests on his defence of scientific knowledge in his work, written in Latin around 1620,  NOVUM ORGANUM SCIENTIARUM. For Bacon “knowledge is power” or better said scientific knowledge is of instrumental value, being derived from the obligation found in the Bible, the cultural mandate, for man to dominate and transform nature and to improve Man’s condition.
His approach stresses the objectivity of science : objects are really there and the observation of reality is the only proper scientific method as –somehow following Aristotle – innate ideas (idealism) do not exist. For Bacon, science and religion must remain separate domains. The final objectives of science may remain within the bounds of religion but the role of science is not to look for evidence or confirmation of religious doctrines. Bacon is in fact very careful to delineate science’s own province to avoid the woes that befell Galileo Galilei (1564-1642) – Eppur si muove – as he tried to impose the theory of heliocentrism –and disprove geocentrism.
His inductive method was based on careful observation of reality, concentrating on one variable at a time and tabulating the findings according to three tables: the table of presence (=agreement), the table of absence (=difference), table of degree (=concomitant variation). Only after clear links were proved could one move to generalisations, scientific laws of a higher level. Among  Bacon’s main subjects of scientific investigation were heat and cold, chemical elements: water, oil, mercury, sulphur.
He died in 1626, heavily in debt, after catching a fever working in the cold to analyse the effects of cold on the decay of dead animals.

***[ Mary Stuart could also be seen as an accomplice in her husband’s murder, though]

The 17th century

Elisabeth dies childless in 1603. 

The problem: who is going to be her successor?  The obvious, if somewhat ironical solution is Mary Stuart’s son: James VI of Scotland. Margaret (Henry VIII’s sister) had had a child: James V  and he’s going to marry a French catholic princess: Marie De Guise. Mary Stuart (queen of Scots) is their child (Margaret’s grandchild), James VI is her grandson.
James IV of Scotland (( 1513 – dies in battle ) ( Margaret Tudor (Henry VIII’s sister)
                                               (
                       James V of Scotland (( 1542 –  dies in battle) ( Mary of Guise





                        (  
                                                
Mary Stuart, Queen of Scots ( Francis II of France (( 1560)






(( 1587 –  executed)

                                                                  ( Henry Stuart, Lord Darnley (( 1567 - assassinated)







     (
                                                                     James VI of Scotland (( 1625)  (  Anne of Denmark

                                                                                 = James I of England from 1603
                                                                                                                 (
                                                                                       Charles I of England  (( 1649 - executed)
The 17th century  really begins with James VI. He is at the same time James VI of Scotland AND called James I of England (double crown). He’s going to be the king of England until his death in 1625. James VI liked the good life and spent quite a lot of time hunting. He spent his whole time in (relatively impoverished) Scotland until 1603. All the years before that he was a Scot and kept his strong Scottish accent. When he became king of England, he promised his Scots he’ll come back. But actually he went back to Scotland only once (England was so much richer, he stayed there). That was not considerate of the Scots. One important characteristic: he’s a moderate in religious matters (like Elisabeth was). He’s a bit of a scholar:  he wrote a number of books. As a specialist in demonology, the study of demons due to his interest in witches he is the author of  Daemonologie (1597). As we can expect, Shakespeare wrote a play about witches too: ( The Tragedy of) Macbeth. We can easily guess he wrote it to please the King at the time. Apparently James had lots of children, lost quite a few too. At the end of his life he seemed to have an interest in “young men”. 
James I & VI was a moderate but that caused trouble.  He is  going to be the target of the gun powder plot. It was a Catholic plot involving the storage of huge quantities of gun powder hidden underneath the Parliament. There was a guy : Guy Fawkes who guarded these barrels to  ignite them when the King and his Privy Council would visit the Parliament for its official opening
. 

The celebration, with a bonfire where Guy Fawkes is burned in effigy, of the failure of this catholic plot has become a standard feature of English popular culture.
	The Gunpowder Plot of 1605, in earlier centuries often called the Gunpowder Treason Plot or the Jesuit Treason, was a failed assassination attempt against King James I of England and VI of Scotland by a group of provincial English Catholics led by Robert Catesby.

The plan was to blow up the House of Lords during the State Opening of England's Parliament on 5 November 1605.

The plot was revealed to the authorities in an anonymous letter sent to William Parker, 4th Baron Monteagle, on 26 October 1605. During a search of the House of Lords at about midnight on 4 November 1605, Fawkes was discovered guarding 36 barrels of gunpowder—enough to reduce the House of Lords to rubble—and arrested.


As we have seen above, fanatic Catholics hated the King but Protestants did not like him much either.   James was strictly speaking a protestant, as witnessed by his repression of Jesuits and recusant Catholics and the oath of Allegiance, which clearly excluded any right for the Pope to interfere in British matters. However, his religious goal was the creation of some sort of “big-tent Church” bringing together loyal Catholics and loyal Protestants and keeping them separate from the more radical elements: pro-Spanish catholic fanatics on the one hand and die-hard Calvinists and evangelicals on the other.    
For the Puritans James’ tolerance was an infection, “a contagious wickedness” that could endanger the salvation of the real “Elect”. James I’s opposition to such radical Protestantism was made manifest when he asked one of his bishops to publish a Book of Sports. 

In fact the King was aiming at situations such as  were found in the town of Dorchester (Dorset) where  the “godly” imposed a very austere lifestyle targeting beggars and drunkenness and enforcing church attendance, not without success, as the number of pregnant brides fell dramatically, as well as the number of transients.
James’ reaction was the Book of Sports which  insisted that on Sunday, after the mass there must be some fun activities: music, dancing, May Poles, Morris dance, archery…  James I ‘s son, Charles I will promote exactly the same activities ‘to refresh the spirit’ of the ‘meaner sort’ (= the common people ‘who labour hard’). The Puritans didn’t like it.

The Puritans really worked on James’ nerves and ended up being under close surveillance or in jail, because as “Separatists” they refused to join the remarkably diverse and tolerant Church envisioned by  James I.  As they feared imprisonment, some of these non-conforming protestants are going to run away and emigrate to Holland (Leiden). However, after years of economic hardship in Holland for many of them, they are going to obtain a patent for some territory in “the Northern parts of Virginia” and will  board a ship (name of the ship Mayflower) and leave for America. These people who ran away were often: poor but educated people from the city (in reality craftsmen: silk worker, hatter, tailor, printer). As a result they were poorly equipped to survive in a colony which would of course have to produce its own food during its first years of existence. Half of the pilgrims died during the first winter but the colony soldiered on, and has since become part of the American mythology – something which is clearly outside the scope of the present description of English culture.
