Class 12
Religious transformation: reform

We have insisted on the ambiguity of Catholicism which was on the one hand a cause of ridicule, due to corruption (religion seen as manipulation of credulous people). On the other hand, we described how Catholicism could have a remarkably plastic/realistic attitude in financial matters. Catholic ambiguity: Corruption><realistic

Confronted with that ambiguity, some people will say “no”. They are going to insist on pure religion, pure faith, the Bible only. 

So some people turned to a simple solution, going back to the fundamentals: radicalism (you believe, read the text, very simple). One historian summarised that as: sola fides, sola scriptura, sola christus.: the faith, the Bible and Christ as a remedy to the ambiguity and  to the corruption in the Catholic Church.

Focus on a simplification of religion: going back to pure Christianity
	Movement of the Lollards 

Lollardy (Lollardry, Lollardism) was a political and religious movement that existed from the mid-14th century to the English Reformation. It was initially led by John Wycliffe (author of the first translator of the Bible), a prominent theologian who was dismissed from the University of Oxford in 1381 for criticism of the Church, especially in his doctrine on the Eucharist. The Lollards' demands were primarily for reform of Western Christianity. They wanted to go back to pure Christianity(Heretics

The name, used pejoratively, derived from the Middle Dutch lollaert (“mumbler”, sound they were making when they were constantly praying).

These people were often the victims of the Inquisition, they were accused of heresy and were burned at the stake.

 


Example: a man called Tyndale: executed in 1536 in Vilvoorde. His goal in life was to bring the translation of the Bible to everybody. His translation of the Bible was for the first time based on the original (in Greek, not Latin). He printed it in Antwerp in a pocket-sized format that could easily be smuggled. His objective was to offer a translation so clear that even “the boy that drives the plough” could understand it. However, he was a bit of a manipulator himself, because he is there to attack the church as an institution, words like church; charity; priest can go, he talks about congregation ; love ; elders.

The irony of his death: dying in Vilvoorde (of all places…), being trapped and  betrayed for money; even worse, not long after his death, the king, Henry VIII  switched to Protestantism.
His legacy is religious and literary: Tyndale’s “lovely cadences” are seen as one of the major influences on the King James Version (= translation of the Bible) and on modern English literature, right up there together with Shakespeare. In fact, Tyndale’s version was good for no less than 80% of the King James version. For the Old testament he coined such phrases as  "am I my brother's keeper?", "a man after his own heart" or "the fat of the land" that are now part of the linguistic treasure of the English language. Likewise, Tyndale’s influence was key to such memorable alliterations  (ABAB) as 
"And they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks: nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more."
Edward VI
Henry VIII’s son Edward VI gets on the throne  in 1547 but dies  in 1553: he was a young man and was easily influenced by people like Thomas Cranmer. It was during the short reign of Henry's son, King Edward VI, that something like real Protestantism gradually became the official religion of the country. He played an important role in the rise of a new school system that would not be dominated by the Church: the grammar schools.
Mary Tudor/Queen Mary I
When Edward VI died, his sister replaced him as Mary Tudor/Queen Mary I (also called Bloody Mary). She’s going to send a number of prominent protestants to the stake and play a cruel  game with Archbishop Cranmer. Her plan was to make him confess his mistakes and next, to have him burned at the stake all the same.  The Queen managed to coax Cranmer into signing a recantation (admitting that Protestantism was a mistake) to save his life and maybe, even his job as archbishop. When Cranmer realised that he had been duped, he also accepted to deliver a speech before his execution. However, after the normal beginning, he switched to a radical anti-catholic diatribe, heaping insults on those false believers. When he was tied to the stake and the fire was lit, he is famously said to have shouted that he was plunging his right hand (which had signed the recantation) into the fire, first, because it was the hand that had betrayed the true (protestant) faith. Such (verified – they are not inventions) horror stories were the main fare of an extremely popular book celebrating the Protestant fight: The Book of Martyrs written by John Foxe in 1563 

The real title for the Book of Martyrs was The Actes and Monumentes of these Latter and Perillous Days, touching Matters of the Church; this was a heavy book, illustrated with a large number of detailed woodcut engravings. It was so successful that it was reprinted a number of times in Foxes’ own lifetime and then was re-published with later additions covering contemporary events until the 19th century. It had a lasting impact on the way the English Anglicans viewed Catholicism and, as a matter of fact foreigners. This may then explain some xenophobic traits peculiar to the English and why it took almost three centuries for English Catholics to recover their political rights

Mary Tudor’s marriage to Philip II of Spain had been reluctantly approved by the Parliament in 1554.  Philip II will stay in England with her for two periods mostly 1554-1555 and 1557. She will fail to have a child and dies in 1558 probably of womb cancer. In fairness, it must be said that her disgust for Protestantism was not enough to make her eliminate her younger half-sister, Elisabeth, despite Elisabeth’s refusal to make any concrete promise to maintain Catholicism when she would accede to the throne. 

Bloody Mary dies in 1558

	Thomas Cranmer, (born July 2, 1489, England—died March 21, 1556, Oxford), the first Protestant archbishop of Canterbury (1533–56), adviser to the English kings Henry VIII and Edward VI. As archbishop, he put the English Bible in parish churches, drew up the Book of Common Prayer, and composed a litany that remains in use today. Denounced by the Catholic queen Mary I for promoting Protestantism, he was convicted of heresy and burned at the stake.


