Class 8
· English literature (in Middle English) really emerges at the end of the 14th century. 

· The three works we are going to discover -Sir Gawayne, Canterbury tales, Piers the Plowman- were written around the same time. 

· Although this does not reflect any hidden grand design these three works correspond to the 3 estates in medieval society (=the 3 social classes):

-The plowman = (The lower classes of society, peasants) 

                                (Christian themes and a critique of the Church and her priests and monks)
-Sir Gawayne: he’s a nobleman, a knight: = (nobility) (courtly love)
-Canterbury tales: =(the middle classes) (realism, i.e. social critique)
Both Piers the Plowman and Sir Gawayne= use alliterative (with alliterations) poetry, unrhymed.  

One Christmas in Camelot King Arthur sat
at ease with his Lords and Loyal Liegemen

    
This King lay at Camilot upon Krystmasse


With mony Luflych Lorde, Ledes of the best



                        




(The Pelican Guide to English Literature-  
                                                                                                       1 The age of Chaucer)

Both works also offer an excellent description of nature, for the first time in English literature.

( Piers the Plowman ( a Christ figure) and the simple man, Will, are confronted with the difficulties of life (which will be absolute abstractions). Characters are allegories: Conscience, Reason or Hunger or the  7 deadly sins such as  Covetyse, Glutton(y), Lechery . This is typical of the Middle Ages. Confronted with all these characters, difficulties, there is a bad guy (his name is False). Hunger will help Will to work; problem is once he has eaten his fill, Hunger doesn’t help him work anymore. So Piers helps Will. 
Beyond the Christian allegories, Piers the Plowman also offers biting realistic criticism of contemporary social problems. One of those is clearly identified: the exodus of priests from the countryside as far more lucrative and comfortable positions could be obtained in the urban centres. Here also the upshot of the Black Death is the unlocking of a world of economic opportunities, for peasants but also for those who should be most immune to their charms, the priests.

“Parsons and parish priests · complained to the bishop

That their parishes were poor · since the pestilence time,

And asked leave and licence · in London to dwell

And sing requiems for stipends · for silver is sweet.”

                                 Piers the Plowman, prologue, lines 80-83

( Sir Gawayne is a text from 1380, revolving around King Arthur. Is it original? No, because around 1180 you had someone in France called “Chrétien de Troyes” who had already written all those stories 200 years before... but still
Sir Gawayne and the Grene Knight (Middle English: Sir Gawayne and þe Grene Knyȝt) is a late 14th-century Middle English chivalric romance. It is one of the best known Arthurian stories, with its plot combining two types of folklore motifs, the beheading game and the exchange of winnings. The Green Knight is interpreted by some as a representation of the Green Man of folklore and by others as an allusion to Christ. Written in stanzas of alliterative verse, each of which ends in a rhyming bob and wheel,[1] it draws on Welsh, Irish and English stories, as well as the French chivalric tradition. It is an important poem in the romance genre, which typically involves a hero who goes on a quest which tests his prowess. It describes how Sir Gawayne, a knight of King Arthur's Round Table, accepts a challenge from a mysterious "Green Knight" who challenges any knight to strike him with his axe if he will take a return blow in a year and a day. Gawayne accepts and beheads him with his blow, at which the Green Knight stands up, picks up his head and reminds Gawayne of the appointed time. In his struggles to keep his bargain Gawayne demonstrates chivalry and loyalty until his honour is called into question by a test involving Lady Bertilak, the lady of the Green Knight's castle.
A green knight comes to the court, carrying a branch of holly, in order to test the Knights of the Round Table’s mettle. 
Towards the  end of the story Gawayne, who has been hard pressed to resist lady Bertilak’s seduction and never allowed her more than a kiss (on the mouth), finally stumbles.  As he accepts the lady’s gift: a green sash, the typical token offered by the lady of courtly love, he fails to keep up the strictest standards of  honour expected from a knight.

To his great shame he does not exchange this gift (the green sash) with what Bertilak had to offer him at the end of the 3rd day of hunting. Bertilak forgives him but Gawayne will keep wearing the green sash as a sign of his shame.

WIKI :Piers Plowman (written c. 1370–90) or Visio Willelmi de Petro Ploughman (William's Vision of Piers Plowman) is a � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Middle_English" \o "Middle English" �Middle English� � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Allegorical" \o "Allegorical" �allegorical� � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Narrative_poem" \o "Narrative poem" �narrative poem� by � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Langland" \o "William Langland" �William Langland�. It is written in unrhymed � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alliterative_verse" \o "Alliterative verse" �alliterative verse� divided into sections called "passus" (� HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latin" \o "Latin" �Latin� for "step"). Piers is considered by many critics to be one of the greatest works of � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_literature" \o "English literature" �English literature� of the � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Middle_Ages" \o "Middle Ages" �Middle Ages�, along with � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geoffrey_Chaucer" \o "Geoffrey Chaucer" �Chaucer's� � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canterbury_Tales" \o "Canterbury Tales" �Canterbury Tales� and the � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pearl_Poet" \o "Pearl Poet" �Pearl Poet�'s � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sir_Gawain_and_the_Green_Knight" \o "Sir Gawain and the Green Knight" �Sir Gawayne and the Grene Knight�. Piers Plowman contains the first known allusion to a literary tradition of � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robin_Hood" \o "Robin Hood" �Robin Hood� tales.


The poem—part theological allegory, part social satire—concerns the narrator's intense quest for the true � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian" \o "Christian" �Christian� life, from the perspective of � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Medieval" \o "Medieval" �medieval� � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catholicism" \o "Catholicism" �Catholicism�. This quest entails a series of dream-visions and an examination into the lives of three � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Allegory" \o "Allegory" �allegorical� characters, Dowel ("Do-Well"), Dobet ("Do-Better"), and Dobest ("Do-Best"). 











