Class 2
re-Christianisation of England and important Saints

· Re-Christianization: By the end of the Roman presence (409  A.D.),  the Romano-British had been Christianized and had registered their first martyrs, chief among whom Saint Albans (3rd or early 4th century) . But then, as new Germanic tribes who  are still pagans decided to settle in present day England,  you have to re-Christianise England. This will be the job for missionaries coming from Ireland and Scotland. These were the first regions to be Christianised outside the boundaries of the now deceased Roman Empire. 
It is interesting to bear in mind Thomas Hobbes’ mocking comment about Catholicism in Leviathan:

“For, from the time that the Bishop of Rome had gotten to be acknowledged for bishop universal, by pretence of succession to St. Peter, their whole hierarchy, or kingdom of darkness, may be compared not unfitly to the kingdom of fairies; that is, to the old wives' fables in England concerning ghosts and spirits, and the feats they play in the night. And if a man consider the original of this great ecclesiastical dominion, he will easily perceive that the papacy is no other than the ghost of the deceased Roman Empire, sitting crowned upon the grave thereof: for so did the papacy start up on a sudden out of the ruins of that heathen power.”     
                                                                     From LEVIATHAN    by Thomas Hobbes  (1651)
·        Some  early centres and their founders

Saint Ninian (around 420) founder of the Candida Casa, a religious centre in Galloway , Scotland)

Saint Patrick (around 460-490) a Romanised Briton, kidnapped by barbarians, Christianiser of Ireland along diocesan lines (i.e. with bishops)
·       “re-Christianisers” 
      Saint-Columba (521-597) of royal descent, founder of the Iona monastery, on an island (Iona) right off the coast of Scotland (Inner Hebrides)
      Aidan (590-651) was an Irish monk and missionary credited with restoring Christianity to Northumbria. He founded the monastic cathedral on the island of Lindisfarne in the north easternmost region of England. Lindisfarne was the place where some of the greatest illuminated manuscripts of the early Middle Ages were produced: the Lindisfarne Gospels (≈ AD 715) among others. Not surprisingly, Lindisfarne was also to be target of the first Viking raids in AD 793, and duly plundered, a “feat” which unleashed cries of sacrilege throughout Europe. 
     Cuthbert  (AD 634-687) who became Saint Cuthbert; also associated with Lindisfarne and Northumbria. In a typical anecdote his body was carried for 7 years by monks fleeing from the Vikings. Cuthbert lived in Lindisfarne as a hermit (person who lives in seclusion from society). Finally he died and he became a saint as people discovered that his body had been perfectly preserved.
· The Venerable Bede ( AD 672-735): another Northumbrian luminary who was instrumental in making this Anglian kingdom one of the most famous centres of learning in Western Europe. Bede was a monk at Jarrow ( near Newcastle-upon-Tyne) and a perfect scholar dedicating his entire life to encyclopaedic learning. He studied and wrote upon natural phenomena, chronology and grammar but also commented extensively on the writings of the early Fathers of the Church. Nevertheless his fame rests on his being the author of Historia ecclesiastica gentis Anglorum (AD 731). This is the work that established the practice of labelling dates as either BC or AD and which earned him the title of “Father of English History”.
· The last fundamental Christian characters of the first millennium
: Alcuin (735-804) a cleric from York. Around 800, Charlemagne ( AD 742-814 ) called for Alcuin to be in charge of education and culture at the imperial court in Aachen. He is widely regarded as the key character of the Carolingian Renaissance in such fields as writing, literature and architecture.
recommended personal research:  Ælfric of Eynsham  (c. AD 955 – c. AD  1010)
The languages : from the 1st century to the 10th century AD
As a result of the near constant waves of immigration/invasion in the British Isles, a number of languages are going to contend for pre-eminence, and to influence each other in the process: Celtic or Brittonic languages, Germanic languages and Latin. Danish joined the fray  at a later stage.
· Brittonic languages

For charity’s sake, and no disrespect meant, the discussion of the Brittonic language(s) will be kept brief. These British Celtic languages bore the brunt of the Roman invasion and finally retreated to the extremities of Britain: i.e. Wales, Cornwall or emigrated to Brittany in present–day France. These languages are not to be confused with the  Gaelic languages, the most important of which are Irish and Scottish Gaelic. 
A few anecdotes about the Welsh language will suffice: 

the political party most clearly associated with the Welsh cause is called :  Plaid Cymru
words without vowels:  Cwmtwrch  ( a  village in Wales)
strange long names: Llanfair­pwllgwyngyll­gogery­chwyrn­drobwll­llan­tysilio­gogo­goch 
(another village in Wales) – can be abbreviated to Llanfairpwllgwyngyll though
a term in mountaineering: cwm (a hollow area almost surrounded by steep slopes  ≈ a sort of valley high up in the mountains)

The most famous cwm in the world being the Western cwm, “a broad, flat, gently undulating glacial valley basin terminating at the foot of the Lhotse Face of Mount Everest.”
· Latin: 
This was obviously the language of the Roman army, at the level of its officers at least. A lot of soldiers came from all over the Roman Empire: e.g. present-day Netherlands, present-day France or Belgium or further afield, the Balkans, Anatolia etc..; they were not native speakers of Latin.
recommended personal research:    Beachy Head lady
Because of the troubles of the 5th and 6th centuries, the Romanised (Romano-British) elites fled Britain and some authors suggest the country was left for a time essentially illiterate. In these circumstances it is little wonder that Latin had little direct influence on the emerging English language then. The real influence of Latin on the English language can be ascribed to pre-Roman invasion commercial exchanges, to the later re-Christianisation of Britain and to  Church liturgy and indirectly,  5 centuries later, to the Norman invasion.
· Old English:
Around the time of the Roman invasion, the language of Germanic tribes still was the  common Germanic, a language with declensions : nominative, genitive and dative, which was derived from the great ancestor, Indo-European.
From the first century AD, however, we are going to have a split of Common Germanic into three branches  North Germanic, East Germanic and West Germanic (West Germanic including German, old English, old Dutch and a whole series of unwritten dialects).
By the 5th century AD, post Roman Britain and the British isles were at the mercy of a number of pagan tribes vying for control, their main difference being the language. These tribes were originally settled in the coastal regions of present day Germany, Holland and Scandinavia. Whereas  the Vikings spoke Old Norse  a North Germanic language, the Angles, the Saxons and the Jutes  who reached the British shores first, spoke a western Germanic language (or rather a collection of western Germanic dialects) referred to, for simplicity’s sake,  as Old English (see below). As a matter fact, when talking about Old English scholars are most often discussing the West Saxon dialect of around King Alfred’s time.                                                                                      
https://public.oed.com/blog/old-english-an-overview/   Oxford English dictionary
Old English was a very complex language, at least in comparison with modern English. Nouns had three genders (male, female and neuter) and could be inflected for up to five cases. There were seven classes of “strong” verbs – e.g. class iV type: brecan (infinitive) bricþ (present 3rd pers sg) bræc (preterite sg) broken (past participle). Also, there were three classes of “weak” verbs, and their endings changed for number, tense, mood and person. Due to their weak and strong declensions, adjectives could have up to eleven forms, the weak declension being used for adjectives preceded by the definite article, demonstratives or possessives – much like in German today (correct me if I am wrong). Even definite articles had three genders and five case forms as a singular and four as a plural. Word order was much freer than today, the sense being carried by the inflections (and only later by the use of propositions)           
 adapted from          https://www.thehistoryofenglish.com/sources.html
Extract from Beowulf    with grammatical explanations 
Swa sceal geong guma gode gewyrcean,           So, a young man ought to do well
fromum feohgiftum on fæder bearme, 
            with resolute gift money from (his) father’s possessions
þæt hine on ylde eft gewunigen 


so that later, men will stand by him
wilgesiþas, þonne wig cume, 


dear companions, when war comes 
leode gelæsten                                                 people will support him
swa :  adverb = so, thus
sceal : preterite-present verb used as auxiliary – 1st and 3rd p  ( ≈ modern “shall”)

            = be obliged, ought to, should ►is advisable

geong : adjective, masculine, nominative singular, strong declension =  young

	= young
	STRONG DECLENSION   -   SINGULAR

	
	MASC
	NEUTRAL 
	FEMININE

	nominative
	 geong
	geong
	geongu

	accusative
	 geongne
	geong
	geonge

	genitive
	 geonges
	geonges
	geongre

	dative
	 geongum
	geongum
	geongre

	instrumental
	 geonge
	geonge
	geongre


	= young
	STRONG DECLENSION   -   PLURAL

	
	MASC
	NEUTRAL 
	FEMININE

	nominative
	 geonge
	geongu
	geonga

	accusative
	 geonge
	geongu
	geonga

	genitive
	 geongra
	geongra
	geongra

	dative
	 geongum
	geongum
	geongum 


	= young
	WEAK DECLENSION   -   SINGULAR

	
	MASC
	NEUTRAL 
	FEMININE

	nominative
	 geonga
	geonge
	geonge

	accusative
	 geongan
	geonge
	geongan

	genitive
	 geongan
	geongan
	geongan

	dative
	 geongan
	geongan
	geongan


guma : noun, masculine, nominative singular, weak “n” declension =  man
                                     (≈ modern Dutch “bruidegom”, ≈ modern English “bridegroom”

                                          ≈ modern German “Brautigam”)
	
	WEAK   “N” DECLENSION   -   

	
	SINGULAR
	PLURAL 

	nominative
	 guma
	guman

	accusative
	 guman
	guman

	genitive
	 guman
	gumena

	dative
	 guman
	gumum


gode : adjective  =  good
gewyrcean (=gewyrcan)  verb infinitive = to work, to carry out
fromum  : adjective, feminine, dative plural, strong declension =  bold, resolute
feohgiftum : noun, feminine, dative plural  = gift money
fæder : noun, masculine, genitive singular = father
	
	STRONG  DECLENSION   -   RELATIONSHIP NOUNS

	
	SINGULAR
	PLURAL 

	nominative + accusative
	fæder
	fæderas

	genitive
	 fæderes
	fædera

	dative
	 fæder 
	fæderum


bearme : noun, masculine, dative singular = possession
	MASCULINE
	STRONG   “A” STEM  DECLENSION      

	
	SINGULAR
	PLURAL 

	nominative + accusative
	bearm
	bearmas

	genitive
	 bearmes
	bearma

	dative
	 bearme 
	bearmum


hine: 3r pers sing pronoun accusative = him
	nominative
	 h ē 
	accusative
	hine
	genitive
	his
	dative
	him


ylde : (= ielde) noun, masculine, nominative /accusative - only in plural = men

               strong declension
eft : adverb = later
gewunigen : verb (=gewunian) subjunctive plural 3rd pers = to stand by
wilgesiþas : noun ( = wilgesiþ) masculine, nominative-accusative plural 

                                                                                                    = dear companion
cf. supra  bearme : STRONG   “A” STEM  DECLENSION     
þonne : conjunction  = when
wig : noun, neuter, nominative-accusative singular = war
	NEUTER
	STRONG   “A” STEM  DECLENSION      

	
	SINGULAR
	PLURAL 

	nominative + accusative
	 wig
	wigu

	genitive
	 wiges
	wiga

	dative
	 wige 
	wigum


cume: class IV irregular verb cuman  : subjunctive
leode: noun, masculine, nominative /accusative - only in plural = people

               strong declension

                                     (≈ modern Dutch “lui”,  ≈ modern German “Leute”)
ġelǣsten : verb   subjunctive present plural of ġelǣstan = to stand by, to support
· Old Norse : the language of the Vikings 

Danelaw and Danegeld  were one thing but Vikings left their mark on Britain in other ways too, such as language.

       ►   A lot  of familiar English words in fact come from the Vikings' Norse language. Examples are

         'husband'   from Old Norse husbondi rather than  Old Eng. wer, like in werewolf, like latin uir= man
         'egg' from Old Norse egg rather than  M Eng. ey, as a result of the import of the hard /-g/ and the hard /-sk/

This led to doublets such as ‘skirt’ and ‘shirt’ from Old Eng. scyrte and Old Norse skyrta
   'law' from Old Norse lagu rather than  Old Eng. æ
   'knife' from Old Norse knifr

   ‘they’   ‘them’  ‘their’: the 3rd person plural pronouns and possessive adjectives are all Scandinavian imports

►Creation of a city (centre of Viking influence): York, North West coast of England (in old Danish Jorvik)

A typical feature of York’s urban toponymy, is the number of streets called “gate” such as Kirkgate, Eastgate, Briggate, Coppergate. These might make us think of places like Porte de Chaillot, or Porte de Namur and  refer to a city entrance with typical defensive structures (like the Porte de Hal in Brussels). However, the word gate in these cases has the same Old Norse origin and comes from Old Norse gata = street, lane
1066 : Who will become  king?
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Unfortunately Edward the Confessor dies without an heir. Who is going to become king?

· Harald Hardrada? (King of Norway)

· Harold Godwinson?

· William of Normandy? (Normandy(Normans(north(Viking)

We have 3 candidates. Edward the Confessor had also decided to appoint William, he was his preferred choice. Except that he’s in Normandy. On the other hand there is a strong man in England: Harold, the son of Godwin earl of Wessex and a Danish princess, Gytha. At that time there were two regions (the Vikings in the north, the English in the South). William was a third generation Viking (Vikings installed in France). Harold was Saxon (mostly). 

Because succession was a question of who’s most able to guarantee security from a military point of view, the English nobility  assembled in the Witenagemot decides to support Harold as the best. This will lead to a conflict between Harold and William. The “absolute” anecdote is that in 1066 we are going to have two invasions, the Danes plus Harold’s traitorous brother Tostig: this was a first invasion from the North with a landing in 1066 of Harald Hardrada and Tostig.  Harold managed to assemble an army in 4 days and smashed his brother and the Danes. The battle took place at the Village of Stamford Bridge. Two days later, however Harold realizes that William has landed in the south coast. To make a long story short, Harold dies.

The Saxon nobility is out. The Saxon army consisted  of huscarls, those were the real professional soldiers fighting with Harold, recruited from the nobility. And then there was a non-professional “citizen” army of peasants: the fyrd. Despite their valour they were unable to defeat the more mobile Normans and their cavalry. With the battle of Hastings, the whole military infrastructure of the Saxons collapses.

William the conqueror spent the next 20 years stabilizing the country often in a very brutal process: cities in the North of England are going to be burned and destroyed: this went down as “the harrying of the North”. The result of this was the near absolute dispossession of the ruling Saxon  elite.
William had eliminated the Saxon military infrastructure but it doesn’t mean that he’s going to have an easy life. He still more or less remembered what the Romans managed to do: they were organized. So in his finals years he decides he needs better control. One historian describes William as the first Data base King. The data base meant a fantastic inventory somehow like Charlemagne’s attempt to better manage his estates, requiring abbeys to produce polyptichs listing all their property. The famous “Domesday Book”  followed that example ((list of all the areas in England, with what they owned), which was the ultimate reference to settle all tax and inheritance matters.
THE NEXT NORMAN  GENERATION 

When you want to stabilize a country you need sons and William was lucky, he had eight children, 4 sons and 4 daughters. Chief among them:

-Robert Curthose


-William Rufus

-Adela

-Henry (nickname Beauclerc)

However, “ill gotten gains never prosper”, William the Conqueror’s succession will be a problematical one.
William dies in 1087. His 3 sons are going to fight. After obtaining the duchy of Normandy and mortgaging it to participate in the first crusade AD 1097-1099, Robert Curthose, the eldest ends up in prison and dies there (Who put him in prison? His brother of course). William Rufus is going to die by “mistake” while hunting, (and who was smiling on the day of that accident? His brother). So Henry (the First) is the only one left.

