Class 5 and 6
This section will  take us to  the reigns of  Henry V and ultimately to that of  Richard III, the final station of the Plantagenet dynasty.

The 13th century= century of consolidation (kings wanted to feel secure in their borders, i.e. keeping the neighbours quiet) sometimes with success, sometimes without. Two long reigns account for most of the 13th century: Henry III’s  (b. 1207 crowned 1216 (  1272) and Edward I’s  ( b. 1239 crowned 1272 ( 1307). 
Henry III, crowned at the age of 9, was a pious man who had to face a number of rebellions and suffered a number of defeats, both in France (Taillebourg 1242) and in England (Lewes 1264). 
The main leader of the English side of the rebellions was Simon of Montfort*, earl of Leicester, riding a wave of demands of accountability from the English nobles. This led to the proclamation of the Provisions of Oxford in 1258 (in 3 languages Latin, French and English).

Even if no institution of the sort really existed yet, this is the time when the word “parliament” started to gain traction. Finally, even if whatever gains achieved here were rolled back in the absolutism of Tudor times (16th  century), the Provisions of Oxford very clearly pointed in the direction of constitutional monarchy as the King’s sovereignty was being made conditional to a measure of accountability to the representatives of the “community of the realm”. 
Henry III also embarked on a number  of foreign endeavours, the enormous costs of which  were borne by the barons but also  by pressurizing the Jewish community, which ended up completely ruined. They were finally expelled under Edward I in 1290 through the aptly called Edict of Expulsion.
It is important to note that this attitude was an almost total reversal of Richard I’s  much more generous (and naturally self-serving) Ordinance of the Jewry. Sir Walter Scott drew inspiration from Richard I’s protective attitude towards the Jews to paint a  benevolent portrait of the fictional Isaac of York  in his novel Ivanhoe.  Despite some misgivings, Scott thus weighed in on the debate about the Jews’ right to full citizenship  and partook of the feelings of progressive reconciliation which finally led first, to the Catholic Emancipation by the Wellington government (1829) and finally to the Jewish Emancipation (1858).
* Not to be confused with his namesake (his father actually) Simon de Montfort

 ( (1218) the most famous leader of the Albigensian Crusade (Cathar) from 1209 to 1229.

Edward I was nicknamed “longshanks” and was an energetic king. His reign involved conflicts with England’s neighbours on British soil. In this reign too the problem of meeting military expenses led to conflicts with the baronial class and forced the King to reconfirm Magna Carta in 1297. This Confirmatio Cartarum  was written in Norman French. 
   Extract  “ ε voloms qe ……nos Justices, Viscontes, Maires e autres ministres, qi la ley de la terre de south nous, & p no, ount a guier*, meismes les chartres en toutz leur pointz, en plez devaunt eus e en Jugementz les facent alower, cest asavoir la g°nd chartre des franchises come ley cômune… « 

                                   


Guier: vieux français = guider
· The Welsh (from Wales) were the main victims. Any Welsh desire of independence and autonomy is squashed, with the ultimate defeat around 1280 of Llywelyn Ein Llyw Olaf: “the last leader”, who had been recognized earlier as Prince of Wales by King Henry III. From then on the Prince of Wales would be the King’s eldest son.
· The Scots were harder to quieten. With two great leaders: William Wallace and  Robert the Bruce.  William Wallace dies the horrible death of traitors: strangled, eviscerated, and quartered (to name but a few of the horrors inflicted). Two battles  are part of  the Scottish identity: Stirling Bridge in 1297 (Wallace beats the English there) and Bannockburn in 1314 (where Robert the Bruce beats the English).
This concludes the 13th century as far as we are concerned.
“The Calamitous 14th Century “
Evolution: English population (in millions of inhabitants)
	Year
	Million inhabitants

	1000
	1.6

	1100
	1.8

	1200
	2.3

	1300
	3

	1350
	2.4


(We have a nice demographic evolution. Hiccup: the English population going from 3 million people to 2.4 million by 1350.
Reasons: The catastrophic 14th century.

1) Famine: ill adapted farming techniques and exploitation kept the peasantry in a state of extreme poverty and unfreedom, not much better than their situation a few centuries earlier when they were slaves pure and simple.  “Because of the unevenness of the workflow “  in the course of the farming year, lords had become increasingly reluctant to feed and clothe a large-scale servile retinue which they had no permanent use for. Instead they had quickly started placing these serfs on tenured land, thus shifting onto their shoulders the responsibility of feeding themselves and their family.  For the land they held, these villeins  were required to pay rent each year, in addition to a number of winter and harvest works in the lord’s own demesne as well as payments in kind: hens, eggs, etc. Other levies included heriot: a death duty “droit du meilleur catel” owed by villeins upon the death of the head of the household,  implying that they surrender their best beast: ox or cow.
Talking about the largest part of the middle ages:

“Everywhere else – and there lay the mainspring of growth – a class of lords was exploiting the peasants and forcing them by their very presence to curtail the large amount of leisure time characteristic of primitive economies to struggle more vigorously against nature, to produce from the depth of their indigence a modest surplus for the households of their masters”   extract. Georges Duby : The early growth of the European economy – Warriors and peasants from the 7th to the 12th century 
2) 1337: beginning of the 100 years’ war. The belligerents are fighting for the English possessions in France:   the English to retain a part of France, the French to eliminate this English presence. 

Awful series of battles including: Sluys (1340, French naval defeat), Crécy (1346, French defeat), Poitiers (1356, French defeat), Du Guesclin’s successful guerrilla tactics in the second half of the 14th century (French territorial gains), Azincourt (1415, catastrophic French defeat), Bougé (1421 –French victory), Siege of Orleans (1426 –collapse of the English siege thanks to Joan of Arc), Castillon (1453 – a decisive French victory). Finally the English had to give up this war as too costly. The French end up carrying the day.

3) The Plague
1347, a ship arrives in Sicily from the Middle-East, all the sailors on board are dead or dying, why? The Plague (1348) [nickname: Black Death, causing swollen lymph nodes (buboes). Because of the internal bleeding and sweating, the “dead blood” turned black; after a couple of days you died] travelled all the way to the Adriatic coast.  In some areas 40 to 70 percent of the inhabitants died. The disease felled people of all classes, even among the royalty:  in the entourage of Edward III, the plague claimed both his daughter Joan of England (as a matter of fact one of the earliest English victims of the plague - 1348) and one of his daughter-in-laws,  Blanche of Lancaster the wife of John of Gaunt. Recent research helps understand the speed of contamination. At first the contaminating agents were  thought to be rats and fleas. Rats may have been involved (as victims too) but by analysing victims’ teeth historians determined it was a pneumonic plague: people were contaminated by the sick victims’ breath.

Its economic impact. NEGATIVE : Since people die, they can’t work (main activity in those years: agriculture, if nobody’s there to work in that sector, there’s a lack of food, because food production stops). 
POSITIVE : There were some lucky survivors who inherited whatever the victims had. This led to a big concentration of wealth for some groups of people. For some people it was a fantastic opportunity. 

-Negative consequences: famine. 

-Positive consequences: concentration of wealth. 

-Law of supply and demand:
What is missing after 1347? Workers. That’s bad news for the lords who have to hire and good news for the workers (salary is going up). More and more people were realizing that if they stay in their “lucky area” where most people survived ( and where there are enough workers),  then their salaries won’t go up. However in the “unlucky areas” ( with no people left), the salary will go up, since new workers are needed.
The rigid society of the Middle Ages is going to crack. There will be plenty of temptations for labourers to go and seek better conditions somewhere else.  With the lords and barons  appalled at this reversal in their economic fortunes, one of the prominent measures was  the (largely unenforceable) Statute of Labourers of 1351 issued by King Edward III. This statute  and its maximum wages were aimed at “the malice of servants who were idle” and demanded “excessive wages”. To little avail. Wages are reckoned to have doubled between 1350 and 1450.
4) Peasants Rebellion 1381: against Richard II

The peasants rebelled because of the increasing financial burden of taxes and new levies. During the 100 years’ war, peasants are taxed, they didn’t like it one bit. This will cause a massive rebellion in parts of England : “the Great Rising” of 1381 as peasants say they don’t want to pay anymore for those wars. Leader of the rebellion: Wat Tyler (a tyler: one who makes tiles). For the first time you’ve got a commoner appearing in  history. Richard II ‘s advisers had decided to levy  a Poll tax: Tax that you pay per person (proportional to the number of people), which is always a problem for the  poor who end up paying more than the rich. 

Example: The rich man is going to pay 2 groats (4pence). But the farmer is also going to pay 2 groats. Rich and poor pay the same, but it’s not fair for the poor. As tax collectors are sent out to enforce the payment, physical abuse involving women will take place. The peasants are going to rebel, starting from Essex (Colchester). In the end, however Wat Tyler was killed and people were caught and beheaded (punished). 

Anecdote: these people had some sort of organization rather than being a plundering mob. In some cases coded messages were found : in fact a summary of why they were fighting. Coded message: “John the Shepherd, sometime Saint Mary’s priest of York and now of Colchester greeteth well John Nameless (=everybody) and John the Miller (=un meunier, works in a mill) and John Carter (=a merchant), and biddeth Piers Ploughman (laboureur. Plough=charrue) go to his work and Chastise well Hobb the Robber (the tax collectors)”
Basically this message mentions the commoners, peasants and not the nobles. It encourages the common people to fight together . The message is typically medieval, because these are not real people but just abstractions. One the most famous ones is Piers Ploughman= one of the 3 major literary works (discussed later) of that period. 

Peasants wanted the evil society to go away, to eliminate the serfs.

Battle of Agincourt

· 1415: Agincourt. A battle between Henry V of England and the French. The English army was outnumbered. They were far inferior in number to the French army. Henry V just wanted to escape the French army. But a number of circumstances helped the English enormously: 
1) The rain and the mud (it had rained a lot and that was very bad for the French because they were loaded with equipment and couldn’t move) 

2) Technology: the English were masters of the longbow (a murderous weapon)

3) The terrain was very carefully selected; the English army had positioned itself at the end of two tracts of woods forming a sort of funnel where the massed French would have little room to manoeuvre. 
Henry  V -Speech-Eve of Saint Crispin’s day--(Youtube
Partly through Shakespeare’s play (written near 1599), the battle of Agincourt has become an essential building block in the construction of English patriotic identity, “ a keystone of the English self-image”. Some phrases are now etched deep in the collective consciousness and can provide excellent copy for TV series, like “Band of Brothers”: 
And Crispin Crispian shall ne'er go by,
From this day to the ending of the world,
But we in it shall be remembered-
We few, we happy few, we band of brothers;
For he to-day that sheds his blood with me
Shall be my brother; be he ne'er so vile,

                                                                              Henry V, in Act IV Scene iii 
It is all the more remarkable then that some historians dare go against the flow of such schmalz and schwärmerei. This has been the case of a project by English and French scholars proving that contrary to the myth of Azincourt so important for  English pride (the defeat of a massive French army by a mere ‘band of brothers’), the numbers of English and French soldiers may after all have been almost equal on that day in 1415.  (cf .: New York Times Oct. 24, 2009)
To conclude this social, political and historical sketch of the 14th century on a chronological note
3 big dates:

1337: beginning of the 100 years’ war (In the end, the French won the 100 year’s war, +/- 116 years later)

1348: the Plague

1381: Tyler’s rebellion (under the reign of Richard II)
